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Pointed Bone Implements
This appendix provides detailed descriptions of pointed bone implements recovered from Cerro de Trincheras during the 1995 and 1996 field seasons.

Explanation of Terms:

Bag Number: Refers to the arbitrary numerical assignment given to the bag in which an artifact was 
placed
Burning: Describes the degree and location of any observable heat treatment

Polish: If present, describes the presence and location of any observable polish

Usewear: If present, describes any observable marks on an artifact that appear to be a  result of use

Location: If present, describes the location of usewear markings on an artifact

Edges: Describes the edges of an artifact; finished edges have been cut and smoothed; unfinished 
edges have been cut and not smoothed; broken edges appear jagged and uneven. Tubes and 
articular ends do not have edge descriptions.

Weathering: Describes the degree to which an item has been preserved; slight refers to good 
preservation; moderate refers to fair preservation; heavy describes a specimen that has been 
significantly damaged by subaerial weathering

Length: In millimeters; only recorded if the dimension is complete

Width: In millimeters; only recorded if the dimension is complete and not recorded for pointed 
implements with tips present, instead see ‘tip width’

Thickness:  In millimeters; only recorded if the dimension is complete and not recorded for pointed 
implements with tips present, instead see ‘tip thickness’

Spiral fracture: Number of ends displaying spiral fracture, characteristic of fresh bone

Split shaft: Describes whether an item has been fashioned from a longitudinally split long bone 
shaft. A ‘?’ entry has been recorded if this is indeterminable. A ‘p’ signifies an item  that is 
probably made from a split shaft, but cannot be conclusively determined as such, often as a 
result of heavy weathering

Endscut: Describes the number of ends of an artifact that appear to have been cut by the ‘groove 
and snap’ method described by Olsen (1979)

Tip cross-section: Described either as ‘round,’ ‘lenticular’ (oval-shaped), or ‘pyramidical’ 

(triangular)

Portion: Refers to portion of pointed implement represented; either ‘tip,’ ‘shaft and tip,’ ‘shaft,’ or 
‘complete’

Tip Width: Taken in millimeters; measured following Olsen (1979), see page 24

Tip Thickness: Taken in millimeters; measured following Olsen (1979), see page 24

Notes: Any additional observations 

Data is presented in the following manner:

Bag Number

Burning (if any)

Polish (if any)

Usewear (if any)
Location

Description of edges

Degree of weathering

Length measurement

Width measurement (if applicable)

Thickness measurement (if applicable)

Sprial fracture

Split Shaft
Ends Cut

Tip Cross-Section

Portion 

Tip Width

Tip Thickness

Notes

7281


-


mostly polished


-



2 finished edges


heavy


length: f


--

--

n
y
n


lenticular


shaft and tip


tip width: 8.99


tip thickness: 4.61


end appears cut from condyles




8991


-


mostly polished


crosswise marks
on shaft and tip


one broken, one finished edge


moderate


length: f


--

--

n
y
n


lenticular


shaft and tip


tip thickness: 4.98


tip width: 3.54


crosswise marks along shaft/longitudinal near tip

9084


-


polish on convex face and finished edge(s)

crosswise marks
on shaft


2 finished edges


heavy


length: f


--

--

n
y
n


lenticular


shaft and tip


tip width: 7.96


tip thickness: 5.3


tip spatulate and notched (possibly from use)

11485

-



tip polished


crosswise marks, tip battered from use  on shaft and tip
2 finished edges


heavy


length: f


--

--

n
y
n


round


tip 


tip width: 3.46


tip thickness: 2.8


tip possibly notched from use

12497


-


mostly polished


crosswise marks
on finished edge(s)

2 finished edges


mostly polished


length: 83.63


--

--

n
y
n


round


complete


tip width: 4.5


tip thickness: 3.51


tip possibly notched from use

12588


-


-


crosswise marks
on finished edge(s)

2 finished edges


heavy


length: f


width: 13.36


thickness: 4.24


n
y
n


lenticular


shaft 


--


--


tip missing but tapers at 1 broken end

12729


-


mostly polished


45 degree marks
on shaft


2 finished edges


slight


length: f

--


--


n
y
n


round


shaft and tip


tip width: 2.54


tip thickness: 1.86


striations on flat face, broken end smoothed

12747

-



polish on convex face


-



1 broken, 1 finished edge


moderate


length: 99.27


--


--


n
y
n


pyramidical

complete

tip width: 7.69


tipthickness: 3.48


1 end spatulate and 1 end pointed

14813


-


mostly polished


crosswise marks
on finished edge(s)

2 finished edges


moderate


length: f


--


--


n
y
n


round


tip


tip width: 2.42


tip thickness: 2.23



tip broken possibly from use

15915


-


mostly polished


-



2 finished edges


heavy


length: 71.85


--


--


n
y
1


lenticular


complete


tip width: 4.31


tip thickness: 2.87


condyle removed

16063


-


tip polished


45 degree marks
on shaft


2 finished edges


heavy


length: 82.77


--


--


n
y
n


round


complete


tip width: 3.24


tip thickness: 2.71


includes condyle 

27060


completely scorched


tip polished


longitudinal and crosswise marks       on shaft

2 finished edges

slight


length: f


--


--


n
y
n


round


tip


tip width: 4.15


tip thickness: 3.29


tip highly polished

27598


completely scorched

tip polished


crosswise and 45 degree marks
on tip


2 finished edges


slight 


length: f


--


--


n
y
n


lenticular


shaft and tip


tip width: 4.97


tip thickness: 2.89


striations conc. on flat face near tip

28207


completely calcined

mostly polished


crosswise marks
on finished edge

2 finished edges


slight


length: f


--


--


n
y
n


round


tip 


tip width: 3.7


tip thickness: 2.64


28382


tip calcined

polish on convex face


45 degree marks           on convex face and tip

2 finished edges


slight


length: f


--


--


n
y
n


lenticular


tip


tip width: 4.43


tip thickness: 2.87


heavy striations on concave face near tip

30280

completely calcined

-

crosswise marks
on finished edge

2 finished edges

moderate

length: f

--

--

n
y
n

lenticular

tip

tip width: 9.76

tip thickness: 3.26

tip rounded from use


30333

completely calcined

polish on convex face

crosswise marks     on finished edge(s) and tip

2 finshed edges

slight

length: f

--

--

n
y
n

lenticular

tip

tip width: 7.75

tip thickness: 3.13

tip rounded from use
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